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womanly girl, except that her cause had driven fear
from her heart, and occupied all her soul, to the ex-
clusion of lesser things. ** Pity she isn't an English-
woman ! " said one of the enemy who was near her after
a battle, and he meant it for the most delicate praise.
In a few months she changed the face of her country,
revived the hope, inspired the courage, rekindled the
belief, re-established the unity, staggered the invader
with a blow in the heart, and crowned her king as the
symbol of national glory. Within a few months she
had set France upon the assured road to future great-
ness. Little over twenty years after they burnt her
there was hardly a trace of foreign foot upon French
soil.

It was all quite natural, of course. The theologians
who condemned her to death,, and those who have
now raised her to Beatitude, were concerned with the
authenticity of her miracles, and there is nothing
miraculous in thus raising a nation from the dead.
Considering the difficulty of their task, we may forgive
the clergy some apparent inconsistency in their treat-
ment. But for myself, as a mere layman, I should be
content to call any human being Blessed for the natural
magic of such a history; and compared with that deed
of hers, I would nofr turn my head to witness the most
astonishing miracle ever performed in all the records
of the saints.